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STEEPLEVUES
A Letter From The Pastor
By Rev. Matt Merriman

What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily
food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving
them the things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, if it does
not have works, is dead. James 2:14-17

Hello Brunswick UMC Family and Friends,
If you take a moment to read the above Bible verses, you will get a peek into the
age-old “faith vs. works” argument that has been ongoing since the first believers
gathered together. Some people believe in God and have faith, but do very little or
even nothing about it. Others focus on their works. They do all the things that a
good Christian should and then look for a reward, as if they could buy their way
into the Kingdom of Heaven. Their works are strong, but there is little actual
relationship with God involved.
The truth is that we are saved by faith alone. Faith is absolutely necessary. But,
believing and having faith is just the first tiny step. As we mature as Christians we
are expected by God to act on God’s behalf. We are God’s hands, feet, and voice in
the world. If we have faith, but do not act on that faith for the benefit of others,
then our faith is dead. We are required to do things.
This is all very relevant to the situation that BUMC finds itself in. We are trying
to fully reopen our church and to begin moving toward being the more vital and
vibrant congregation that we once were. However, we cannot do that without
people who are willing to serve God.
I know that we are asking a lot of people. I have raised four kids and I know
how busy life can get. I understand when I hear young people say, “We both work
and the kids all have sports and clubs after school and all weekend.” I also
understand when I hear older people say, “I have put in my time. I’ve been doing
this for decades and I’m just not able to do what I could when I was younger.”
These are all valid concerns.
In the coming weeks and months, you will hear about opportunities to serve God
through the missions and ministries of BUMC. What I ask of all of you is that you
really, seriously, and prayerfully consider the following: ask God what is expected
of you, consider the value of teaching your kids to give back to the world in service
to God, and maybe commit to giving God just one year. I will not ask you to give
more time than you are able. I will not try to push someone into service in a way
that does not suite them. But, I will ask everyone to seriously consider balancing
your busy secular lives with service to God.

Blessings to All, Pastor Matt

Sunday School
We have been blessed to have Rachel Hammond, and Lisa & Rebecca
Ruth volunteering to teach Sunday School last year and through the
summer. However, we really need a few more teachers and we need
help with getting the Kidz Connect Wednesday night program running
again.
We are putting togther a Children's Ministry Team that could help us
coordinate the Kidz Connect program. Rachel and Luci who have both
helped with this program back when Matthew Wald was here, are both
willing to help again but they can’t do it by themselves. The Kidz Connect
program is a mini vacation bible school held on Wednesdays from 6:007:00 in the Kidz Connection room. There would be a bible story, craft,
and songs etc. for ages kindergarten - 5th grades.
The Children’s Ministry Team will meet once or twice to pick a
theme/curriculum, and coordinate a craft and some music. We have
plenty of resources on hand or we could order something from
Cokesbury. We also have many VBS kits that we could use as well.

Rally Day is right around
the corner on September
11th. Rally Day is usually
the first day of Sunday
School for the school year.
It is the beginning of when
all of our classes and bible
studies start back up.

We could also use a few more Sunday school teachers. Ideally we would
like to rotate so teachers only have to teach once a month. We have
curriculum and Rachel and Lisa can show anyone what they do on
Sunday mornings. You don’t have to come up with ideas yourself,
everything is provided.
Please give this some thought and pray about this. See if God is nudging
you to serve our church in this way. Then let the office or Pastor Matt
know if you can help with serving on the team and/or teaching a Sunday
school class or helping with Kidz Connect.
Light has always been an important symbol
in our faith. Every Sunday when our acolytes bring in
the light, or carry it out, they remind us that Jesus Christ, the Light of the
World, is in our midst.
We would like to add to our group of acolytes this year. Right now
acolytes serve one Sunday a month, with flexibility to adapt the
schedule as needed. If your child is in third grade or up and would be
interested in learning about serving as an acolyte, please contact Karen
at the church office or Susan Lausch at slausch@me.com,
816-807-9614.

Pastor Matt is coordinating
a confirmation class for 7th
thru 9th grades. Classes
will begin September 11th.
If you have a child in those
grades & haven't received a
letter, please contact the
church office at 330-2253179.

"That Place 4 Teens"

Community Soup
Dinners are Back!
In the winter of 2020, we had
approximately 125 people we were
serving soup to before Covid shut us
down. The majority of those people
were not members. After 2 years of
dealing wtih Covid, we think we can
finally bring back the Community
Soup Dinners.
Thank you to Lynn Miller who is
willing to coordinate this community
outreach again. Mark your calendars
for October 20th as we will need
everyone to provide crock pots of
soup.
Everyone is welcome to stay and eat
dinner. Please join us.

"That Place 4 Teens" is a non-profit and non-denominational
Christian Youth Center where their mission is to bring the
community together to meet the unique needs of teens and
their families by demonstrating the love of Christ & sharing that
love through the creation of genuine relationships.
They provide a variety of free activities to keep teens off the
streets. They also provide mentors who will always listen to
them. Through their after-school program, club meetings,
community programs, hang-out time, and mentoring, they
encourage teens to think critically about their life choices and
matters of faith.
"That Place 4 Teens" has approached us to see if we would
partner with them by providing one meal a month for the 15-20
teens that they currently serve. We have a group of women who
have agreed to help with this outreach but would like to find
more members to help them. Can you help?
We have committed to providing meals on the 2nd Thursday of
the month. Dinners can be anything from mac and cheese to
sandwiches or they have one woman who cooks chicken
paprikash. We are putting together a schedule so not one
person has to prepare, cook, serve and cleanup.
We have been trying to find opportunities where we can get out
into the Brunswick community and make an impact and this
would be an easy way for us to do that.
Our vision statement is Christ Community Connect and our
mission statement is to take Christ into the world. What a
wonderful way for us to connect with the community and to
share the love of Jesus.

Save the Date
Sunday, October 30th
4:00-5:30
We will need people to decorate their
cars and help with refreshments.

If you would be willing to be the hands and feet of Jesus with this
outreach opportunity, please contact the church office.

Free Spirit Life Group
You are personally invited to join a revolutionary life group that begins
fall 2022...
"Free Spirit Life Group"
Wendy Kammer is starting a life group for people who are interested in
growing in their personal spiritual journey. It will meet once a month on the
2nd Wednesday of every month from 6-8 p.m. Child care will be provided in
the nursery while the group will meet in the Community Room.
She feels the holy spirit moving her to create this small group and is writing
the curriculum based on her own life and spiritual journey. In her research
and during her life she has learned that there are nine levels of human
development from infancy to advanced conscious awareness. Your life’s
journey ascends and descends through these levels. If you are the “average” of
all the people you associate with – then being a part of a positive intention
Free Spirit Life Group will help you move through these levels.
What is the purpose of this course? One of humanity's purposes is to evolve
through each level of development regardless of life’s obstacles such as having
parents or caregivers not emotionally or physically equipped to raise you,
being part of a cookie cutter institution, forced to conform to social status quo,
lack of emotional and mental health awareness, or learned religious
constructs. Therefore, this course will deal with your physical, mental and
emotional health which will help you discover YOUR own personal truth.
Being stuck on one or more of the levels prevents us from personal growth and
maturity. Wendy aims to help you move toward the next level.
This small group is for those of all ages (however, you must be at least 18 years
old to participate) who want to stop living on auto-pilot and experience
mindful living. Come and join us! This will be a judgment free environment.
All expressions of love, life, and faith are welcome! We have seen over the
years how creative Wendy is with the youth worship services. We are excited
to see where God leads her with this new endeavor.
Kickoff is on Wednesday, September 14, 2022
Questions? Call Wendy Kammer at 216-533-4726
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Bob Slaga
Zarin Caudill
Zachary Eyssen
Les Fuller
Brent Flood
Alex Hopkins
Ben Hopkins
Marcia Taylor
Bob Beck
Amy Colella
Jeffery Harrison
David Kaczynski
Elaine Semper
Abby Goodyear
John Likavec
Sue Szakacs
Bill Dorner
Susan Lausch
Justin Peres
Brantley Angus
Suzanne Hawley
Cathy Richard
Laura Kebberly
Mary Ann Goodyear
Carol Walton
Robert A. Walton
Curt Gradolph
John Szakacs
Joann Baechle
Cameron Gallion
Jay Miles
Jaden Yanke
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James Deskins
Judy Barlett
William Kovach
Bill Leair
Anthony Mille
Mike Robinson
Jacob Gegorski
Joel Mille
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Vivian O'Neill
McKinley Sass

Staffing Needs
The SPR Team is actively recruiting
for a Christian Ministry Coordinator.
This person will oversee and direct all aspects of Christian Education
for adults, youth ministries and children’s ministries, and manages the
development and growth of the Christian Education Program at BUMC.
The hours will be flexible to meet the needs of the church based on
planned activities, and weekends required as needed. Hours are part
time currently 20-24 hours per week.
Requirements include Bachelor’s Degree in a relevant area of study, 3
year's experience is preferred and proven creativity skills and ability to
coordinate new programs and activities a must. Being available to work
on Sundays to help with Sunday school is a must.
If any member knows anyone who would fit this role, please encourage
them to apply by emailing their resume to church@brunswickumc.org.

Media Specialists-Social Networking
SPR is also looking for someone or a couple people to help administer
and maintain the church website and Facebook page. Chris Chidsey is
currently helping on the website but is back in school so his time is
now limited. Karen McGoughran is helping with the Facebook page
but also is limited with the time she can put into it.
We encourage anyone especially high school and college students to
help serve the church in these ministries.
Lastly, we need one or 2 more people to help with the Sunday
morning Power Point presentations once a month. You will receive
the content on Wednesday afternoons and they need to be
completed by Saturday morning. If you know how to use Power Point,
it won't take you long to make up the slides.
Again, if you know of someone who might be able to help fulfill these
needs, please let them know. They can contact the church office or
email their resume to the church at: church@brunswickumc.org.

A Letter from God
Good Morning,
I am God. Today I will be
handling all of your
problems. Please remember
that I do not need your help.
If the devil happens to
deliver a situation to you
that you cannot handle, DO
NOT attempt to resolve it.
Kindly put it in the SFJTD
(something for Jesus to do)
box. It will be addressed in
MY time, not yours.
Once the matter is placed
into the box, do not hold on
to it or attempt to remove it.
Holding on or removal will
delay the resolution of your
problem. If it is a situation
that you think you are
capable of handling, please
consult me in prayer to be
sure that it is the proper
resolution.
Becuase I do not sleep nor
do I slumber, there is no
need for you to lose any
sleep. Rest my child. If you
need to contact me, I am
only a prayer away.
With all my Love,

God

Night out at the Theater
December 10...
Do you enjoy attending the theater?
Bill Broaddus has made reservations for
twenty five (25) people at the Beck Center
for the Arts in Lakewood on Saturday,
December 10 for the live performance of
"Elf the Musical". The cost for the
performance will be $28.00 for each ticket.
All 25 seats are in the 6th row from the
stage. Directions to the theater will be
provided, and dinner reservations prior to
the performance will be made for those
interested.

Woman's Social Group
Ladies, let's start a women's social group
within our church! It's time to get
reacquainted or meet some new friends!
We will meet monthly at the church or an
outside location for a fun activity. Activities
might include dining out, movies, plays,
short daytrips, game night, doing a craft,
meeting for coffee. I envision a memberrun group with individual members
planning activities. Are you interested?
If you are interested, email Debbie Vargo
at ladydebv@frontier.com or call 330-2423467 and leave a message. We already
have 12 women who have shown interest. .
We will be meeting on Thursday,
September 1st at 11:45 to begin planning
activities.

He anticipates all 25 seats will be sold, so
please consider making your reservations
as soon as possible. Deadline for payment
to him is November 22, as Beck Center
needs to be paid the following day.
Please feel free to call Bill
if you have any questions.
Cell:
330-421-7676
Home:
330-225-1981

Pastor's Fall Bible Study
Pastor Matt will be holding a fall bible
study on Thursdays at 2:00pm. Please
note the time change. It will begin on
Thursday, September 15th. Title to be
determined.
If you are interested in attending, would
you plese RSVP to the church office?

Historic Church Bell
By Mamie Grunau, Church Historian

Early in the morning of July 2, 2022,
Carl Bilski, President of Brunswick Area
Historical Society and others waited at
Heritage Farm for the crane to arrive and
lift the historic bell and tower into place.
The 644 pound bell had been cast in 1852 by the Meneely Foundry in West
Troy, New York for Brunswick Methodist Episcopal Church, Brunswick, Ohio.
A larger Methodist church was built in 1872 and the old church in the
cemetery including the bell, was sold to Disciples of Christ, First Christian
Church in 1876.
The present bell in the Methodist Church has a cast in date on the bell of
February 1873.
After 184 years, First Christian Church disbanded and the remaining members
donated the bell to the Brunswick Area Historical Society along with funds to
erect a tower to house the bell. This steel tower had been built by Carl Bilski,
maneuvered into place by Dave Chidsey and helpers. Hoffman Tree Service
used their crane to lift the tower and bell into place. If you know Brunswick
history, you will know these names as long time resident families.
Bricks salvaged from Brunswick's oldest school when dismanteled to make
way for a new middle school will be used to cover the steel beams of the tower.
You are never finished researching history. There are always surprises to
find.
In researching our archives in preparation for our 200th Celebration and
preparing a history book, I found no information about the bell in the first
church. Information came from the archives of First Christian Church.
Stop by the Historical Society's Heritage Farm and view the bell and tower.

Pass It On
I recently read an
article from Guidepost
that I thought I would
"Pass Along" to you. If
you are like me, most
of us have problems
coming
up
with
usernames
and
passwords.
Diane Muchetti from
Florida
suggested
using a prayer for your
passwords. Think of
your favorite scripture
or someone who needs
prayers and then you
will be more apt to
remember it.
For
instance in 2020 she
used "Stopthevirus19",
or "HelpOurWorld21",
"PrayforPeace22", and
"Health&LongLife22".
I thought this was such
a great idea. I never
can remember my
passwords so I always
use the same ones,
which really isn't very
safe. See if this helps
you the next time
you're prompted to
change your password.

Kids Hope Update
We are starting our fifteenth year mentoring students at Memorial
Elementary School as part of our Kids Hope Ministry. Over the years we have had many of our
church members participate either as a mentor for a child or as a prayer partner for a mentor. This
has been a great opportunity to live your faith and to answer God’s call to service.
We are more than just a church whose members just show up on Sunday mornings. We are a
church who are willing to pull up their sleeves and live our faith by serving as a Kids Hope Mentor
or working at the fair booth or helping with the Easter Egg Hunt or working on the production team
for live streaming. So many needs are being met by our BUMC members. Have you thought about
helping with Kids Hope by becoming a mentor or a prayer partner? I know many of you have
thought about it but just haven’t gotten to the point to say, “Yes, I can”! Hopefully, this year will be
that year you will be moved to say “Yes”.
We are starting the year with just 13 students that already have mentors but the principal, Kati
Mann, can recommend students who need that special attention that only a mentor can give for as
many mentors that we can find. Will you answer that call? At one point we had as many as 26
mentors in our Kids Hope Ministry.
Susan Lausch and Bob Lewis have agreed to be on our Kids Hope Leadership team along with
Pastor Matt and myself. We are starting the year by treating the Memorial School Staff to a Sundae
bar on August 18, just before the students return on August 22nd . We ended the year last year
with a picnic and fun activities at Goodyear’s Farm. Thank you to Dave Goodyear for allowing us to
treat our Mentees to a tour of the animals. They look forward to this each year. This is also a time
where mentors can meet the families of their mentees.
This year our launch week will be on Sunday, September 18. We will have a display set up and ask
you to consider becoming a mentor or prayer partner. All new mentors will be trained by the end
of September. Talk to the mentors who will be stationed at the display to answer your questions. A
mentor may be anyone who is sixteen or older and is a member of our church or a regular
attender.
I’m looking forward to this being the “Best Year Ever” for Kids Hope at BUMC. If you have questions,
feel free to contact me.
Blessings to you,
Ron Chidsey
Chidseyr@gmail.com

Fair Booth Update
Thank you to all the hard workers that volunteered and worked
at our Food Booth at the Medina County Fair.
A special thank you to the fair committee members: Barb Caracci,
Bob Custer, Ruth Dodig, Jon Fisher, Kim Thompson, Karen Lipovits,
Ed Mitchell, Dan & Elaine Monroe, Kim Ratliff, Mary Jo Robinson, Barb Slama, & Bonnie Yost. It takes many
months of planning to make the fair booth run smoothly and without the help of the above mentioned, the
fair booth would not be a success.
This year was a challenging year. The weather was very hot and humid and therefore, we didn't sell as many
hot meals as usual, and sold twice as much water as last year. Since we don't have a refrigerator/freezer
truck, all food had to be transported from the church to the fairgrounds daily.
On Wednesday night, we lost our grill due to a grease fire. Thank goodness Bob Custer was working the grill
and with help was able to contain/extinguish the fire. We were shut down the rest of Wednesday night and
Thursday's breakfast. We had the 60+year old grill removed and we were up and running by Thursday
afternoon. Working on only a griddle for the rest of the week was quite challenging but we persevered.
We will inform everyone of the final financial figures once they are available.
please call Karen Lipovits at 330-460-9015.

If you have any questions,

Altar Visual Team

Back To School
By Ty'ann Brown, VP Ministries at Guidepost

I consider myself a life long student. In particular, I
want to keep myself open to learning from God.
Getting older does not automatically mean that we
are getting wiser. We have to work at it. A regular
practice of reading the Bible, praying and listening
for God's response are good places to start. But we
have to do more than go through the motions.
While memorizing Scripture can soothe and inspire
us, learning from God requires constant rethinking
and refocusing.
With the fall season approaching, Susan
Lausch is hoping members of the church will
be interested in helping her with the altar
visuals. We used to have an Altar Team who
helped decorate the church for the major
holidays throughout the church year
including: Advent, Christmas, and Holy Week.
Once again, Covid engulfed our lives and
Susan has been doing all of these holidays
plus the altar visiuals all by herself.
She has a passion for altar visuals but at her
previous churches she worked with a team
who planned them. This meant they had a
bigger pool of ideas and resources to work
with each week and it spread the work out so
not just one person was responsible. She said
many people enjoy doing this part of worship.
Would anyone be interested in also working
with her on the altar visuals on Sunday
mornings? Pastor Matt is preparing his
preaching schedule for at least a month at a
time, which gives us time to look ahead and
plan accordingly. She would love to put your
creativity to work in this way, if you are
interested.
If you are interested, would you please
contact her at 816-897-9614, or email at
slausch@me.com.

It requires asking questions. God is not intimidated
by them; in fact, questioning God can help you build
a deeper, more intimate relationship with him. The
same way that a science teacher wants to show you
two chemicals interacting in a test tube so you can
see how chemistry works in real life, God wants you
to experiment - with different ways of studying his
Word, different teachers, different mediums.
Learning is central to faith. Jesus knew that--at age
12, he sat in the temple, asking questions as well as
listening. So experiment away: Order a new version
of the Bible, switch up your prayer practice,
question a long-held belief. And do it with an
enthusiastic heart. The words of Psalm 25:5 guide
us: "Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are
the God of my salvation: for you I wait all the day
long."
Happy Learning,!
Editors Note: I read this in the Aug./Sept. edition
of the Guidepost and thought it was worth sharing.
I know I get into a rut and don't always challenge
my beliefs and viewpoints. I know I don't know the
bible as well as I should. If you are like me, maybe
now's the time to take advantage of Pastor Matt's
bible study that he will be offering starting
September 15. We're never too old to quit learning.

Reminders
Thank you for giving the Gift of Sight!
Thank you to those of you who helped us donate
3 bags of eye glasses to the Lions Club. As a
reminder, they accept glasses (prescription and
non-prescription), sunglasses, and broken
glasses.
They are then donated to the
underpriveledged including those in other
countries.
They also accept hearing aides and use old parts
to help refurbish old non-working hearing aides.

Change in Address
Sue Hawley
The Echelon of Medina
629 N. Huntington Street Apt. 1608
Medina, Ohio 44256

Samaritan's Purse
Don't forget to work on your shoe
boxes for Samaritan's Purse. Marcia
Taylor will be collecting those the end
of October. She has extra supplies
that she had purchased in bulk. If
you need a few extra supplies, please
check out the Welcome Center.
Craft Fair
Saturday, November 12
If you are interested in reserving a
table, please go to the North Coast
Promotions website.
Tables are
selling out. We will also be needing
help that day so mark this in your
calendar to be part of the Welcoming
Team that day.

Office Hours:
Mail
Please remember to mail your donations and
any other correspondence to the following:
BUMC
PO Box 85
Brunswick, Ohio 44212

Please plan your trips accordingly:
Monday thru Thursday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The office is closed on Friday afternoons.

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:
Matthew Merriman, Pastor (Ext. 12)
Karen McGoughran, Office Manager (Ext. 10)
George Kanya, Treasurer

330-225-3179

matt.merriman@brunswickumc.org
karen.mcgoughran@brunswickumc.org
billing@brunswickumc.org

