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STEEPLEVUES
A Letter From The Pastor
By Rev. Matt Merriman

What do you think? Matthew 21:28
Hello Brunswick UMC Family and Friends,
This Sunday the above snippet of scripture will be part of the passage that
my sermon is based upon. If you turn to Matthew in your Bible you will see
that Jesus follows these few words with a parable about two sons working (or
not working) in their father’s vineyard. It’s a good parable, but I really want
to focus on the question. Jesus wanted to know what people thought. Jesus
wanted his followers to think and ask questions, not just follow him blindly.
Jesus teaches us that a well thought out faith that we can articulate is
stronger than just simply believing “because.”
As we go out into the world following our vision of “Christ Community
Connect” we should all keep in mind that questions are a good thing—even
the difficult and uncomfortable questions. Part of the beauty of this
congregation’s vision is what guides us to create relationships with people
outside our church, with Jesus, and with each other. Relationships are the
key to Christianity. And for real relationships to form, we must not fear those
questions.
If there’s a God, why did my parents get divorced? Why do some Christians
act very cruel and hateful? Did Jesus really perform miracles? These are just
a few of the skepticisms that we might encounter in our efforts to connect
with people. Many Christians just disregard people who express doubt or
have questions. Often, we simply tell them they are wrong.
But, I encourage you to seek out the people who have tough questions. Listen
to them and hear their doubts. Tell them what you believe and why. Engage
in a discussion. Don’t focus on being right, just be. It is in the relationships
with others that we learn and grow spiritually.
Blessings to All,
Pastor Matt Merriman

Sunday School
We offer a one room schoolhouse for Sunday schoool for children ages preschool
through 5th grade.
In October the lessons focus on "Seeking". How do we look and discover our
faith in God. We will follow David, Goliath, Saul and Saul's son Jonathan to learn
about faith, friendship, and how God gives us wisdom. We will also be focusing
on prayer and being part of God's plan.
Also, on October 16, the 3rd and 4th graders will receive bibles during the
service. Please let the office know if your child will be in attendance to receive
one.

The Kidz Connect program is a mini vacation bible school held on Wednesdays
from 6:00-7:00 in the Kidz Connection room. There will be a bible story, kid vid,
craft, games, imagination station and songs for ages preschool (4yr. olds) - 5th
grades.
Kidz Connect will begin Wednesday, October 5th.
Thank you to Rachel Hammond, Julie Buttle, Julie League, Karen McGoughran,
and Annie Merriman who served as the Children's Ministry Team to
coordinate the Kidz Connect program. Annie will be leading each week with the
help of Rebecca Ruth and Julie League.
Let Karen in the office know if your child will be participating. It's not required
but it's helpful for planning purposes.

Light has always been an important symbol
in our faith. Every Sunday when our acolytes bring in
the light, or carry it out, they remind us that Jesus Christ, the Light of the
World, is in our midst.
We would like to add to our group of acolytes this year. Right now acolytes
serve one Sunday a month, with flexibility to adapt the schedule as needed. If
your child is in third grade or up and would be interested in learning about
serving as an acolyte, please contact Karen at the church office or Susan Lausch
at slausch@me.com, 816-807-9614.

Confirmation classes are
starting in October for 7th
thru 9th graders. They meet
Sunday nights from 5:006:15. If you have a child that
you would like to attend this
class, please contact the
church office at 330-2253179.

Adult Sunday School
Class
Adults
interested
in
Sunday school meet in
room 101 following the
worship service. They are
currently studying Max
Lucado's book study "You
Are Never Alone".

10th Annual Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 30th
4:00-5:30
We are planning the 10th Annual Trunk or Treat this year. There is a sign-up sheet
at the Welcome Center for members who will provide a car and pass out candy. We
encourage everyone to decorate their trunks because it makes the event a lot more
fun for those attending. However, this is not a requirement in order to participate.
Many members do a fall theme and put a bunch of pumpkins and mums from
their yard in their trunk and call it a day. It looks beautiful and it's easy. Other
members go all out and do a creative theme. Many just dress up in a costume and
pass out candy without decorating their car. It's entirely up to you. Our goal is 25
cars.
If you decide to decorate your car, the only thing we do ask is that you stay away
from blood, gore, and knives/violent themes. Also, members providing cars are to
supply their own candy. The candy donations are for those who run out and need
more.
This year we plan on having craft tables and passing out hot dogs, popcorn and hot
chocolate in the fellowship hall. We are looking forward to this event as do many
from the community.

Community Soup Dinners Return
Thursday, October 20
5:00 p.m.
It's been 2 years since we held a soup dinner and we are now bringing them
back. Dust those crock pots off and plan on making your favorite soup to share
with the community. Feel free to stay for dinner and have fellowship with those
attending from the community and enjoy a fun evening of outreach.
Our plan is to continue to serve soup to the community the third Thursday of
each month at 5:00pm. Please call Lynn Miller at 216-570-5133 with any
questions.
We hope you will join us for both events and
help us CONNECT WITH THE COMMUNITY.

October Birthdays
Don Leahy
Dolly Sheffield
Kaitlyn Fisher
Donna Foose
Janet Hartmann
Chuck Nicoletti
Cody Baker
Kevin Jones
Diane Bunting
Joyce Jarrell
Erika Eyssen
Denise Halenar
Kathy Nicoletti
Robert Brooks
Ben vanDiest
George Kanya
Julie Buttle
Darlene Beeching
Lola Finnell
Carl Pettry
Dan Monroe
Rebecca Ruth
Patrick Baker
Suzanne Slimak
Will Sutton Jr.
Dick Crane
Linda Cruise
Ron Cruise
Mary Jo Robinson
Mary Colbow
Josephine Mellott
Lois Pettry
Tom Arnold
Nicole Eyssen
Scott Janas
Mark Lipovits
Kevin Loop
Katelyn Solivan
Lori Thuener
Bill Eyssen
Bea Saxion
Barb Stieger
Julie Benson
Kathy Zinsmayer
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Night out at the Theater
December 10...

coffee-time, musical and theater performances,
museums, game playing, crafting, picnics to name a
few. We will also be hosting some evening events
throughout the year.

Do you enjoy attending the theater?

All women are welcome. Come once or come every
month! Activities will appear in the Sunday bulletin
as soon as we know what they are. If you are
interested in our group or have an activity idea call
Debbie Vargo 330-242-3467.

Bill Broaddus has made reservations for twenty
five (25) people at the Beck Center for the Arts
in Lakewood on Saturday, December 10 for the
live performance of "Elf the Musical". The
cost for the performance will be $28.00 for
each ticket.
All 25 seats are in the 6th row from the stage.
Directions to the theater will be provided, and
dinner reservations prior to the performance
will be made for those interested.
He anticipates all 25 seats will be sold, so please
consider making your reservations as soon as
possible. Deadline for payment to him is
November 22, as Beck Center needs to be paid
the following day.
Please feel free to call Bill
if you have any questions.
Cell:
330-421-7676
Home:
330-225-1981

Rambling Roses Woman's Social Group
Rambling Roses is our new women’s social group
which will meet the first Tuesday of each month
for an afternoon activity. Our mission is to have
fun while getting to know one another better.
The group is member-driven with individual
members graciously planning activities for all to
attend. Most activities will be held outside of the
church. Activities will include luncheons,

Beginner Bible Study
Pastor Matt is holding a beginner bible study for
new Christians or those with less bible knowledge.
The curriculum is based on the Disciple I Bible
Study. This study will meet on Wednesday nights at
7:00pm in room 101 or via Zoom.

Pastor's Bible Study
The Pastor's Bible Study will be held at 2:00pm on
Thursdays. We will be offering a zoom link for
those who can't make it in person.
"The Problem of Jesus: Answering a Skeptics'
Challenges to the Scandal of Jesus" by Mark Clark is
the fall study. Pastor Matt recommends you buy
the study guide.
This is an exploration of the person and work of
Jesus of Nazareth: his parables, his miracles, his
controversial call to discipleship, politics and
challenge to love God above everything else.
Feel free to stop in when you can or attend every
week. Please contact the church office for more
information at 330-225-3179.

Kids Hope Update
We are starting our fifteenth year as a Kids Hope Church. BUMC has
supported this ministry by volunteering to be Mentors and prayer partners
involving at least 66 members as Mentors and over 50 members as Prayer
Partners. This year, starting the week of September 18, we should have almost
twenty Mentors working with children at Memorial School. It’s always exciting to have members
who have previously not been Mentors come up to me and say “I want to be a Mentor, what do I
have to do?” To be a Mentor, a member must be at least 16 years old, must be a member of BUMC
or at least attend on a regular basis. Once these requirements are met, an application needs to be
submitted, a Kids Hope Portal will be set up with the National Kids Hope USA website where you
will start your training. A Mentor will then be interviewed by the BUMC director and complete part
two of the training. Finally, after a background check is completed, there will be an orientation visit
at Memorial Elementary School and a child will be assigned to the Mentor.
All this could take less than two weeks. A Mentor agrees to spend one hour a week with their
Mentee that will be the same time every week. Have you thought about being a Mentor? It’s an
opportunity for you to live out your Faith and help a child. If you are working from home,
sometimes your employer will give you flexible hours so you can have a long break during the day
to visit the school one day a week. Many companies encourage their employees to get involved in
community service.
Not ready to be a mentor? How about being willing to be a prayer partner. You will also be set up
with a Kids Hope Prayer Partner Portal where you can complete your training.
I am excited to be starting a new year with Kids Hope and look forward to welcoming new
Mentors and Prayer Partners to our Kids Hope Ministry. Have questions? Just ask.
May God Bless,
Ron Chidsey, BUMC Kids Hope Director

Did you know that a lot of time and thought goes into planning the worship service? Every week during staff
meeting we discuss the service and the flow of worship. We discuss what worked well and what didn’t from the
previous Sunday. We evaluate every part of the service from how long people stand to the microphones working
or not working, how the service looks for the online viewers to the songs that are sung.
Pastor Matt and Rev. Susan plan their sermons around the scripture for each Sunday. Then hymns and praise
songs are chosen based on which ones continue the theme or reinforce the sermon and scripture. Chris and
Connor are provided an outline and also choose many of the songs we sing based on the same criteria. We try to
make sure there are a mix of hymns and praise songs because we know many people like traditional hymns and
others like praise songs. With a blended worship service, we try to pick a few of each and provide ministry of
music from Chris and Connor that adds to the worship experience.
We are a congregation of hundreds of people, all with different likes and desires. Our worship team understands
that it is impossible to please everyone, so instead we focus on providing a balanced, thoughtful and meaningful
worship experience.

Staffing Needs
The SPR Team is actively recruiting
for a Christian Ministry Coordinator.
This person will oversee and direct all aspects of Christian Education
for adults, youth ministries and children’s ministries, and manages the
development and growth of the Christian Education Program at BUMC.
The hours will be flexible to meet the needs of the church based on
planned activities, and weekends required as needed. Hours are part
time currently 20-24 hours per week.
Requirements include Bachelor’s Degree in a relevant area of study, 3
year's experience is preferred and proven creativity skills and ability to
coordinate new programs and activities a must. Being available to work
on Sundays to help with Sunday school is a must.
If any member knows anyone who would fit this role, please encourage
them to apply by emailing their resume to church@brunswickumc.org.

Dear Church Family,
Thank you everyone for
the cards, phone calls and
prayers after my recent
fall and injury to my
knee. It's been slow going
but it is gradually healing.
I appreciate everyone's
thoguthfulness.
God Bless You,
Karen McGoughran

Media Specialists-Social Networking
SPR is also looking for someone or a couple people to help administer
and maintain the church website and Facebook page. Chris Chidsey is
currently helping on the website but is back in school so his time is
now limited. Karen McGoughran is helping with the Facebook page
but also is limited with the time she can put into it.
We encourage anyone especially high school and college students to
help serve the church in these ministries.
Lastly, we need one or 2 more people to help with the Sunday
morning Power Point presentations once a month. You will receive
the content on Wednesday afternoons and they need to be
completed by Saturday morning. If you know how to use Power Point,
it won't take you long to make up the slides.
Again, if you know of someone who might be able to help fulfill these
needs, please let them know. They can contact the church office or
email their resume to the church at: church@brunswickumc.org.

Samaritan's Purse
Don't forget to work on your
shoe boxes for Samaritan's
Purse. Marcia Taylor will be
collecting those the end of
October. She has extra
supplies that she had
purchased in bulk. If you
need a few extra supplies,
please check out the
Welcome Center.

Thank you to Cathy Kilpatrick who has coordinated the craft fair for many years. She did a fabulous job!
And thank you to Barb Caracci who helped Cathy with providing concessions for many years.
Karen McGoughran has taken over much of the coordinating but we still need volunteers to help with setup,
cleanup, welcoming vendors and the community into our building, and we need people to help provide
concessions. If you can help with any of these tasks, please contact Karen in the office.
All proceeds from the Craft Fair will go towards helping us fulfill our Vision statement with connecting to the
community and providing outreach and missions to those in need.

Before

After
119th Annual Turkey Dinner
Saturday, November 5, 2022
4:30-6:30
(or until sold out)

Join us for our annual turkey dinner.
Barb Slama is coordinating. Please call her at (216) 870-7371 to learn how you can help.

You Were Made for a Mission

by Rick Warren

Editors Note: Pastor Matt started a sermon series about fulfilling our vision statement: Christ Community Connect and how we need to be
sharing our faith with others. Rick Warren's devotion followed the same theme so I thougth I would share it.

You were made to make a unique contribution with your life. In a previous devotional, I shared one way you can
make that contribution: in a ministry to fellow believers through your SHAPE. No two people have the exact
same SHAPE. God has made you unique, and he has unique ways he wants you to serve other people. As a
reminder SHAPE is an acronym for the following:
Spiritual gifts: When you become a Christian, God gives you special abilities so you can better serve others.
Heart: You have passions—things you enjoy doing.
Abilities: From birth, God has given you natural abilities—anything from athletics, to art, to accounting.
Personality: Some people are introverts; others are extroverted. Some people love to plan everything; others
work best at the last minute.
Experiences: God uses your experiences—family, education, occupation, emotions, and more—to allow you
to help others.
You’ll spend all of eternity serving God in heaven. God wants you to practice by serving other people on Earth
through your good works. The Bible calls these good works your ministry.
God calls every Christian to be in ministry—not just pastors and missionaries. You can use whatever you’re good
at—and all the unique ways God has SHAPEd you—to minister to others.
But you were also made for a mission to the world around you. God created you to have both a ministry in the
church and a mission in the world. Jesus says in John 17:18, “In the same way that [the Father] gave me a
mission in the world, I give them a mission in the world” (The Message). One day, you’ll stand before God and
he’ll ask you, “What did you do with what I gave you?” At that point, you’ll answer for how you used the gifts God
gave you to complete the mission he has for you.
Paul says, “But I reckon my own life to be worth nothing to me; I only want to complete my mission and finish
the work that the Lord Jesus gave me to do, which is to declare the Good News about the grace of God” (Acts 20:24
GNT).
What is the assignment God has given you?
God made you to share the Good News. Once you know who Jesus is and what he did to make you right with God,
you need to share the message with others. Jesus said in Acts 1:8: “You will be my witnesses—in Jerusalem, in all
of Judea, in Samaria, and in every part of the world” (NCV). Notice that Jesus doesn’t call you to be his
salesperson or his defense attorney. You don’t have to sell Jesus to others or defend him.
Jesus tells you to be his witness. You’re simply to tell others what happened to you. You are the authority on your
life. So nobody can be a better witness of what God has done in your life than you.
Jesus wants you to go all over to share this message—to your neighbors, to people who are like you, and to people
who are not like you. Their future in eternity is at stake. Unfortunately, millions of people die every year and go
into eternity without a relationship with Christ. I can’t think of a more important mission for you to spend your
life on than sharing the Good News about Jesus. And I can’t think of a better time than now to be on that mission.
That’s my hope for you. That you’ll serve God’s purpose in your time. Nothing you do is more important.

Altar Visual Team
Fair Booth Update
Thank you to everyone who helped in so many ways to
make the 2022 Medina County Fair a success.

With the fall season approaching, Susan
Lausch is hoping members of the church will
be interested in helping her with the altar
visuals. We used to have an Altar Team who
helped decorate the church for the major
holidays throughout the church year
including: Advent, Christmas, and Holy Week.
Once again, Covid engulfed our lives and
Susan has been doing all of these holidays
plus the altar visiuals all by herself.
She has a passion for altar visuals but at her
previous churches she worked with a team
who planned them. This meant they had a
bigger pool of ideas and resources to work
with each week and it spread the work out so
not just one person was responsible. She said
many people enjoy doing this part of worship.
Would anyone be interested in also working
with her on the altar visuals on Sunday
mornings? Pastor Matt is preparing his
preaching schedule for at least a month at a
time, which gives us time to look ahead and
plan accordingly. She would love to put your
creativity to work in this way.
If you are interested, would you please
contact her at 816-897-9614, or email at
slausch@me.com.

You'll see in the figures listed below that our profit was
$16,755.39 this year so our food booth was a huge
success. The Fair Booth Team discussed distributing
that money where needed most which includes: the
unified fund that is running low, outreach
opportunities, Kids Hope, and to help pay for the
maintenance of the stained glass windows in the
chapel.
You'll also see from the figures below that we didn't
earn quite as much as the previous summer because of
several factors. These include the higher food prices,
income lost from the grill fire that effected Wednesday
dinner and Thursday breakfast, and the hot/humid
weather which decreased the number of guests
purchasing hot meals. We overcame a lot of obstacles,
and we persevered.
2021
2022
Total Income
26,931.08
26,428.17
Total Expense
8,906.25
9,672.78
PROFIT
18,024.56
16,755.39
Thank you to our local restaurants/stores for their
donations:
Burger King - Brunswick
Dairy Queen - Medina
Giant Eagle - Brunswick
McDonald's - Brunswick
Wendy's - Medina
Home Depot - Brunswick
After 6 years of serving as chairperson on the Fair
Booth Team, Karen Lipovits is stepping down. Thank
you Karen for all your efforts, time and energy poured
into the running of our restaraunt for so many years.

Charge Conference
Save the Date
Saturday, November 5
at
Berea United Methodist
Church
2:00pm

Member Care Request
Every month I include the list of members who
are celebrating birthdays.. The goal is for
members to see a friend 's name listed who will
then send them a card. We all love receiving
cards as they make us feel good to be thought of.
This month Don Leahy turns 91 and Dolly
Sheffield turns 96. How nice it would be to
recognize them on their birthdays.

Change in Address
It's that time of year again when our snow birds
start leaving for warmer temperatures. Don't
forget to let the church office know when you're
leaving and what address you will be at so we can
make sure you stay informed.

Everyone is invited to attend the Charge
Conference which is the annual meeting
for the church held with the District
Superintendent. This year we have a
new DS so it is a good opportunity to
meet him. We also encourage everyone
to attend at least one Charge Conference
as it is a good experience to vote on the
business of the church.

Office Hours:
Mail
Please remember to mail your donations and
any other correspondence to the following:
BUMC
PO Box 85
Brunswick, Ohio 44212

Please plan your trips accordingly:
Monday thru Thursday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The office is closed on Friday afternoons.

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:
Matthew Merriman, Pastor (Ext. 12)
Karen McGoughran, Office Manager (Ext. 10)
George Kanya, Treasurer

330-225-3179

matt.merriman@brunswickumc.org
karen.mcgoughran@brunswickumc.org
billing@brunswickumc.org

