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STEEPLEVUES
A Letter From The Pastor
By Rev. Matt Merriman

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.
Jeremiah 29:11
Hello Brunswick UMC Family and Friends,
I believe that most of you will see this before we actually meet in person.
What a great opportunity for me to express my thanks to those of you
who have already helped my family and I feel welcome. I look forward to
serving God alongside all of you.
Above, you will find one of my favorite Bible verses. I love Jeremiah 29:11
because it reminds me that God walks with us through the good and the
bad. Through our Lord, we always have hope and that is a message that
warms my heart. This verse has played an important role in my life and
especially in my call to ministry and it is one of the first things I wanted
to share with you. I’ll talk more about it on my first Sunday—July 3.
I look forward to meeting each and every one of you and to learning all
the ways that you are reaching out to the world and sharing the grace
and love of God.
Blessings to All,
Pastor Matt Merriman

Change - Again?
By Mamie Grunau, Church Historian

If it is one thing Methodists should be accustomed to it is change. We
always approach it with some skeptacism.
In the 205 years of the church in Brunswick, Ohio, there have been 113
changes in clergy. Charles Trescott was the first appointed pastor in 1823
and is buried in Westview Cemetery if you would like to look it up.
Matthew Merriman will be our 114th pastor and will join us on July 1,
2022. If we, the congregation, find it difficult, think how it must be for
the incoming pastor.
In the 205 years of changes, we have survived and grown. There have
been many changes in the congregation also. We will survive this change
as we look forward to welcoming our 114th Pastor Matthew Merriman.
To All Our Church Family,
What a joy it was to be with you and to celebrate my last Sunday with you this
past June 12th. The entire day was special for us, and we can’t thank you
enough (because there simply are not enough words!) for your outpouring of
love and laughter and goodness and kindness.
To all the behind-the-scenes helpers, thank you! To all who were there in
spirit but not able to attend, thank you! To all who made sure the desserts
were out of this world, thank you! (I myself couldn’t decide, so I had to take
an extra.) But most of all, thank you for your prayers and support throughout
these past thirteen years and for allowing me to walk with you on our journey
of faith together – thanks be to God!
The question has come up, “How’s that spiffy rocker we gave you for
retirement?” And the answer is, “It’s great!” even though, according to many
in the family, I’m still off my rocker even when I’m in my rocker. I’ve already
used up the “12-months-or-12,000 rocks-whichever-comes-first” warranty,
but it still rocks true and is mighty comfortable.
I close for now with these words from Philippians 1:9-11, “And this is my
prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of
insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God.”
May God bless and be with you now and always!
~ Pastor Tom
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Summer Sunday
School
Rachel Hammond and Lisa
Ruth are teaching summer
Sunday School. Thank you
to Barb Caracci who will be
substitute teaching on July
10th.

Vacation Bible School
July 11-14
6pm-8pm
All Aboard!

The conductor needs your assistance at the depot as we continue to plan for Vacation Bible
School this July 11-14 from 6:00pm-8:00pm for ages Kindergarten through 5th grade.
First and foremost, we need you to bring your children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. Invite your neighbors and friends. This is a lot of work for those of us who are
volunteering to not have children participating. Please register them by going to the website at
www.brunswickumc.net or stopping in the office.
This is going to be a fun week where the kids get to be railroad conductors and travelers.
They’ll all get hats and bandanas to wear for the week, lots of give aways, crafts/games, music
with Connor and imagination station where they’ll do experiments to learn about Jesus’ Power.
Our Rocky Railway theme needs items you may have that we would love to borrow for display
purposes only: Railroad lanterns, engineer hats, railroad signage, vintage suitcases, railroad
lights/signals, extra model train tracks or cars you are not using.
We are also in need of toilet paper rolls, wax paper, and a bag of sand for crafts we will be
doing. A box will be available in the gathering area in June for you to put your donations.
Thank you for your help in making this a successful week of outreach to our children and the
community. What a great way to fulfill our vision: Christ Community Connect.

The schedule of classes and
teachers is as follows:
July 3 - no class
July 10 - Barb Caracci
July 17 - Lisa/Rebecca
July 24 - Lisa/Rebecca
As of now for August:
8/7 - no class
8/14 - Rachel
8/21 - Lisa/Rebecca
8/28 - Lisa/Rebecca
As we look at the upcoming
school year, we're wondering if any of our young
parents would be interested
in helping and taking a turn
at teaching Sunday School.
It would be nice to give
Rachel and Lisa a break.
The curriculum is provided
and both Rachel and Lisa
are willing to help show
anyone who is able to
volunteer what they usually
do. Please contact the office
or talk to Rachel and Lisa
on a Sunday morning when
you drop off or pick up your
kids.

Missions Update

Les and Debbie Dornon, our missionaries in
Napal, are in the states visiting various

churches. We were unable to schedule a BUMC visit due to conflicts, but our
Mission Team was able to share a meal with the Dornons at the home of Bill and
Mary Jane Broaddus. Pastor Tom was able to stop over for a short time.
The Dornons shared slides of their work in Napal and had a display table of
items from the country. At the end of August they are taking a sabbatical until
the end of the year and will then decide what they will do. Les and Debbie will be
staying with her parents in Indiana. Please pray that God
will guide them in their decision making.
Mary Jane Broaddus
Chairperson

Operation Christmas Child
In May, the congregation was introduced to a mission opportunity, Operation
Christmas Child, a Samaritan Purse program. It’s purpose is to reach children
all over the world and teach them about Jesus. The program places shoeboxes
full of gifts in the hands of the children. For many children, it is the first gift
they have ever received. After opening the box, they are invited to take part in
a study called “The Greatest Journey”.
Samaritan’s Purse partners with the churches where the shoe boxes go.
Church members, (and any one interested) are asked to fill a shoebox
wrapped in Christmas wrapping paper with items such as small toys, hygiene
items, school supplies, and stuffed animals. They are then returned to their
church. We will take them to a local drop off center. From there they are
taken to one of 9 processing centers for inspection. (Customs won’t let certain
things ship.) After being inspected, they are taken by truck to the airport
where they are shipped to their destination.
If you would like to take part in this program, pick up a bookmark with
suggestions for what to put in the box and a label telling appropriate age and
sex. These are located at the Welcome Center. It now costs $10 a box to ship
so, if you are able, please include a check made out to Samaritan’s Purse and
put it on the top in the shoebox. If you don’t have a shoebox, you can pick up a
preprinted box at the church.
If you have questions, please contact Marcia Taylor at (330) 350-1479 or email
her at nt2old4glf@yahoo.com. Although it seems early to be promiting this, it
will allow you plenty of time to pick up items as you are out and about
catching those sale items. Boxes will be mailed the beginning of November.
Watch for Marcia to be set up again in the gathering area in September or
October. We are hopeful, you will FILL A SHOE BOX!

Mission Trip
2022
Those attending the
mission trip include:
Barb Caracci, Wendy
Kammer, Patrick Nagy,
Maggie Price, Grace and
Rebecca Ruth, Evelyn
Sawicki, Janine and
Evert van Staden, and
Lexie Wald

Fallen Firefighter Memorial
We connected with the Brunswick Community, by making a large
contribution to the Medina County Fire Chief's Association to help pay
for the Fallen Firefighter Memorial. This memorial was dedicated to
Ronald Novak who passed away in 1969 in a fire. He was a member of
our church and answered the call during church services on March 24th,
1969. Dave Goodyear, who served alongside of Ronald, was one of the
speakers for the inaugural ceremony. The memorial is located at Station
1 on Center Road if you wish to see it.

Worship Service Live-Streaming
The communications team is excited to announce that we are now streaming our services on both Facebook and YouTube. The
team felt that expanding our online presence gives people options in choosing which format that is available to watch. One benefit
of YouTube is that it is easier to watch on a television as many smartTVs and services such as ROKU have YouTube apps. Also, those
without Facebook accounts can find our videos more easily.
Our Facebook page is: https://www.facebook.com/brunswickunitedmethodist
To find our new YouTube channel, you will have to search “Brunswick United Methodist Church” within YouTube. We are the one
with the ascension window picture. Please subscribe to the YouTube channel because once we hit 100 subscribers, we can have a
customized channel URL which will make it easier for people to find us.

—Communications Team

Medina County Fair
August 1-7
BUMC has worked the fair booth for 40+ years, serving breakfast, lunch, &
dinner every day of the fair. It takes many volunteers to make each year a
successful and profitable venture. The sign-up board to volunteer is in the
gathering area. Please sign up for your favorite position and shift.
We will be preparing the following meals and could use help on these days
here in the kitchen on these dates:
Tuesday, July 19 at 11:00 am - Mac & Cheese
Wednesday, July 20 at 5:00 pm - Bacon
Monday, July 25 at 9:00 am - Swiss Steak
After inventory is done a donation box for supplies will be in gathering area
soon. If you have questions call Karen Lipovits 330 460-9015.

Brunswick United Methodist Church
Golf League
A quick update from the BUMC Golf League . We currently have 17
active players enjoying 9 holes of golf every Thursday evening at
Cossett Creek. One golfer, Bill Ruth, may be enjoying it more than
the rest since he accomplished every golfers dream, a “HOLE-INONE” on May 26th. He accomplished this on hole #8 using a 6 iron
into a stiff wind. Congratulate him when you see him!
We are about 1/3 of the way through the season, however if
anyone is interested in joining in the fun, just contact Jim
Armitage or Ron Chidsey for additional information.
Jim Armitage: 724-814-4513
Ron Chidsey: 440-785-0509

jrarmitage1@gmail.com
chidseyr@gmail.com

Hiking Club
The hiking club will be taking their boots out of the closet
once again and hitting the trails! Our first hike this
summer will be held on Sunday afternoon, July 10th at
4:00 PM and we'll head over to a favorite location,
Warden’s Ledges in Hinckley. Meeting place will be at
Ledge Lake near the playground. Total distance will be 23 miles on dirt paths with a fair amount of uneven
terrain. The difficulty level on a scale of 1-5 is a 3. This
hike is appropriate for kids.
Bring your water and join us! Contact Chris Chidsey (216403-5912 or chidseyc@roadrunner.com) for more
information or if you have questions.

HOw to Live a Happy Life
By Rick Warren

If you truly want to be happy in life, you’ve got to care about the needs of
those around you—and move the focus away from yourself. That’s the
starting point for all happiness.
Paul looks to Timothy as an example of someone who genuinely cares about
others. Philippians 2:20-21 says, “There is no one like Timothy for having a
real interest in you; everyone else seems to be worrying about his own plans
and not those of Jesus Christ” (TLB).
Most people don’t get up in the morning and give their first thought to how
someone else is doing. They’re often only concerned about their own
problems. And that’s why so many people are unhappy with their lives!
Thinking only about yourself eventually leads to misery.
If you want to be one of those rare, unselfish, happy people, you need to
change your focus. Putting your focus on others doesn’t come naturally.
Most people don’t walk into a room and think, “Who in here needs my help
today?” Instead, you think, “How do I look? Am I put together just right?
What are people going to think of me?” So you have to intentionally train
yourself to do the opposite of what you normally do—to shift the focus away
from yourself.
I have to admit that it saddens me how many times I’ve missed the needs of
people around me—even the needs of people I love—because I wasn’t paying
attention. I wasn’t taking an interest in them. I hadn’t shifted my focus off
myself. And because I wasn’t looking out for their needs, I missed the chance
to help.
Philippians 2:4 says, “Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage.
Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand” (The Message).
Instead of dwelling on yourself or grieving missed opportunities, spend your
energy thinking about how others are doing. That’s where you’ll find
happiness—in serving God through serving others.

Dear Church Family
and Friends,
Thank you for your
prayers, cards, telephone
calls, and many acts of
kindness during these past
several months and at the
time of Paul's passing.
Thank you, also to Barb
Slama and the ladies that
helped with the luncheon
on the day of the funeral.
In Christian Love,
Deanna Wentz & Family

Dear Church Family,
I want to thank our church
family members and
friends, for all the thoughts
and prayers for me over the
past months. My pacemaker
is working well and my
wrist surgery went well.
Thanks again,
Bill Goodyear

Greetings Church Family!

Annual Conference Report

This year I had the privilege of representing our church as the lay delegate at
Annual Conference of the East Ohio Conference, June 9th-11th and I attended
along with Pastor Tom and Rev. Susan. There were a total of 448 clergy and
467 city in attendance. This is my second year as lay delegate and for the
first time it was held at the John S Knight Center in Akron.
The theme for the conference was “Let us Live Love” and grounded in the
words of 1 John 4:7-13. Through the inspiring messages and worship services,
the theme was clear that God calls us to love one another regardless of
differences.
“Living love is being disciples, making disciples, and maturing disciples of
Jesus Christ. Living love is being agents of transformation, agents of healing,
agents of hope in your communities. Living love is reaching new people,
younger people, and a more diverse people,” said Bishop Tracy S. Malone.
“Let us commit and recommit to the ways of Christ and to the ways of being
community one with each other.”
Throughout the conference, we heard from special guest, Rev. Dr. Michael
Beck, director of “Fresh Expressions” for the Florida Conference of The
United Methodist Church. He encouraged us to think outside the church
walls to reach new people in the community. In his church they reach out in
many ways other than the traditional worship services including regular
worship experiences at the dog park, a Mexican restaurant, and even a tattoo
parlor to name a few. Some of the people they reach may never step foot in
the church building, but experience the love of Christ. It only takes one
person with a vision and a little creativity to start something!
During Annual Conference we:
celebrated 28 retirements (including Paster Tom)
celebrated 2 commissioned clergy and 10 ordinations
remembered 66 clergy and lay leaders who have passed away
organized a walk against gun violence where 150 conference members
participated
voted to increase 2023 minimum clergy salaries 10% to be more
competitive
were inspired to go out into the community and do God’s work by living
our faith with the love and grace of Christ Jesus.
To read more about the annual conference go to: www.eocumc.com/eoac22.
The annual conference article, a recap video, recordings of worship services,
guest speakers, and business sessions can be found there on the left side of
the website.
Chris Chidsey

Dear Church Family,
Thank you so very much for
the cards, prayers and good
thoughts on the passing of
Bob's sister, Jean Martin.
Since she had requested no
services, we were so
pleasantly surprised with
the wonderful response we
received from our amazing,
thoughtful church family. It
is so comforting to realize
"what a friend we have in
Jesus" and his many
disciples here at BUMC.
Blessings to you all,
Bob & Barb Stieger

Congratulations to
Denise and Tom
Halenar who are
grandparents again.
Carl and Hailee had a
baby girl!!
Ella Elizabeth Halenar
Born 6/20/2022
6lbs 14oz, 19 inches

Feeling Cold????
The Trustees ask that you do not change the
thermostats in the building and especially on a
Sunday morning.
All thermostats are
programmed each day based on the activities
and building usage.

Pastor Office Hours
Mondays and Wednesdays:
9:00 am - 12:00 pm
He will be off every Friday.

We have changed the program on each
thermostat in the sanctuary since there were
complaints of it being too cold. We will see
how that goes for a month. Please keep in
mind we are attempting to make everyone
comfortable and while you may be cold others
may be hot.

Pastor Matt obviously will be in his office
other times during the week but you can
count on him being available these days and
times if you want to stop by. Otherwise, it
will be best if you schedule an appointment
another day by calling the office.

Church Conference Results
A Church Conference was held on May 15th with the
District Superintendent, Steve Bailey. The Trustees
made a motion to take all action to sell the
parsonage since our new pastor does not need a
house to live in. The vote passed 48 to 4.

Mail
Please remember to mail your donations and
any other correspondence to the following:
BUMC
PO Box 85
Brunswick, Ohio 44212

CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION:
Matthew Merriman, Pastor (Ext. 12)
Karen McGoughran, Office Manager (Ext. 10)
George Kanya, Treasurer

The Trustees, Pastor and Office Manager are
the only ones who should be changing the
thermostats. We have also trained Fred
Kappeler, so if you are uncomfortable, please
notify him.

Office Hours:
Please plan your trips accordingly:
Monday thru Thursday:
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
The office is closed on Friday afternoons.

330-225-3179
matt.merriman@brunswickumc.org
karen.mcgoughran@brunswickumc.org
billing@brunswickumc.org

